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*’iN0U^^CER2  ' “Uncle  Ssjn^s  Forest  Rangers” 

*'3IC2'  (Quartet,  Ranger’s  Song  ' 

ArJKOUNCERS  Back  in  1905  when  the  Nat3.onal  Forests  of  this  country  came 

under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Ag;riculture,  the  Secretary  of 

■% 

' riculture  wrote  the  Chief  Forester saying  “In  the- administration  of  the 
forest  reserves  it  must  be  clearly  born  in  mind  that  all  land  is  to  be 
devoted  to  its  most  productive  use  for  the  permanent  good  of  the  v/hole  people^ 
•nd  not  for  the  temporary  benefit  of  individuals  or  companies^  - — And  where 
conflicting  interests  must  be  reconciled  the  question  v/ill  always  be 

decided  from  the  standpoint  of  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  in  the 

• 

• ng  ran“  That  fundamental  policy  in  National  Forest  administration 

still  holdSo  Forestry  is  a national  enterprise  and  the  plans  of  the  United 

tates  Forest  Service  stretch  long  years  into  the  future,  V/ith  the 
•;  creasing  importance  of  restoring  and  improving  wasted  forest  lands  the 
Government  has  purchased  large  tracts  v/hich  have  been  turned  over  to  the 

Forest  Service  for  administration*  Most  of  this  land  requires  extensive 

♦ 

r,. ha.foilltation  v/ork  to  restore  it  to  productive  condition<.  It  cannot  be 
completed  in  a few  years.  But  the  results  will  be  of  far-reaching  importance 

to  the  country.  As  in  all  progress,  there  are  some  who  must  make  sacrifices 

• 

1^  order  that  the  common  good  may  be  achleyed®  Wlienever  this  has  occurred  the 
Forest  Service  follows  the  basic  principles  laid  down  more  than  SO  years  ago 
and  acts  for  the  “Greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  in  the  long  run, “ 

* ^ Rangei*  Jim  Robbins  and  his  assistant,  Jerry  Quick,  are  having 

their  troubles  on  the  Pine  Cone  National  Forest,  But  let’s  listen  in  to  see 
What's  happening.  We  find  them  in  the  office  at  the  Ranger  station  — - 


•RRY: 


■ 


JIMS- 

ERRYS 

% 

JIMS 

'"jerry  I 


■’  " l^age  5 

(FADING  in)  Say,  Jim,  I®ve  finished  the  forest  inEp  on  the 
new  purchase  unit® 

Fine,  Jerry.  Let^s  see  what  it  looks  likSe 

f 

Here  you  are.  (RATTLE  OF  PAPER) 

M-m-m  it  certainly  is  in  bad  condition,  isn*t  it? 

I®11  say.  Worse  erosion  there  then  any  ol ace  around  here.. 


J*XM: 


JERRY 8 

V 

* 

T r •,  n 

JERRY? 

. 


JIMS 

j«:-uYg 


JIMS 


We  sure  got  a wash"-out  when  -we  purchased  that  lando 
That's  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  we  boughtMt,  Jerry.  We® re 
taking  on  the  Job  of  reclaiming  those  wasted'acres  and 
bringing  them  back  to  forests.  Too  bad  we  couldn't  have 
started  long  agOo  ^ 

Well,  we® re  gonna  have  a tough  time  making  anything  grow 
there*  All  the  top  soil's  been  washed  down  the  creek  long 
agOo  — You  knew  we^ve  inherited  a squatter  up  there  too, 
didn't  you,  Jim? 

Yep«  He's  been  trying  to  make  a living  on  land  that 
couldn't  feed  a spax’row* 

I®11  say.  Living  in  an  old  tumble^^down  shack,  and  half  a 
dozen  half-starved  kids  running  around.  And  plowing  up  steep 
hillsides  that  wash  away  and  gully  before  you  can  get  half 
a crop  off  of  'em.  It's  a crime  to  treat  land  that  way* 

Yep»  . 

The  sooner  we  get  'em  off,  the  better.  They're  all  the  time 
poaching  and  stealing  and  setting  fire  to  the  timber,  those  ' 
squatters.  Cause  more  trouble  than  everybody  else  on  the  ' 
Forest  put  together a 

That's  takin®  in  a lot  of  territory,  ain't  it,  son. 
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^'ERRYS 

But  it'’s  a faotj  Jim?, 

JIMS 

Uh“«huhe.  They  ought  to  be  moved  off  the  land,  all  rights 

For  their  own  good  and  the  good  of  the.  land^ 

JERRY S 
% 

Well,  I guess  it’s  up  to  us  to  run  ^em  off*  The  company  that 

used  to  own  the  land  says  they^ve  tried  and  tried  to  get  ‘'em 

off  and  never  had  any  successo  They  said  they '’re  plenty 


n 

glad  to  wish  ’em  off  on  us?. 

JIME 

Uh  huho 

JERRY S 

We’d  better  tell  ’em  they^ve  got  to  leave  right  away,  hadn't 

« 

v,'e, 

JIME 

Huh;  — Well,  we’ll  see,  Jerry« 

KKOCKINO  ON  DOOR  DOOR  OPENS 


‘'JIM? 

* ;00R  CLOSES 

Wonder  who  that  “«■“ 

MARY? 

(FADINO  IN)  Hello,  folks o 

*0ERRYS 

It’s  Mejr-y  — ' Hi,  MaryS 

••IMS 

Hello,  Mary?. 

MARYE 

Here's  the  mail,  Mr®  Fobbinso 

^ JIMS 

Tv,anka,  Mary®  You  didn’t  need  to  come  all  the  way  up  here  in 

• 

the  cold  to  bring  it«, 

iviARY  ® 

I like  to  take  a v/alk  at  noon®  It  gets  awfully  stuffy  in 

• 

the  schoolroom^ 

• ERRYS 

It’s  pretty  chilly  today, ainH  it? 

k MARY? 

^ JERRY? 

0^,  I love  it»  Aren’t  you  going  to  work  outside  today? 

I guess  we  won’t  unless  v.-e  go  up  to  throw  that  SQuatoer 

• 

1 • 

off  the  new  purchase  unit* 

\ MARYS 

Is  that  the  one  near  Bill  Thompson’s  rancho 

. .2; « » A » 
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'*ERRYg 

• 

Yeah«  He's  had  notice  to- move  since  the. middle  of  AugUBt. 

LiAR^a 

But  I guess  he’s  -still  there® 

His  little  boy  v/asn^t  in  school  today®  Maybe  they’re  moving 

% 

nowa 

* 

3SSS!i 

(FADING  IN)  Oh,  hello j Mary^  Can’t  you  stay  and  have  lunch 

fkmt 

• 

BESS: 

with  us« 

I WISH  I could,.  But  im  have  to  go  bach  to  schoole 

I'^m  sorry® 

JIM^ 

Is  cho7/  ready,  Bess? 

* ESS8 

• 

It’s  all  ready  to  put  on  the  table® 

All  righto 

PHONE  RINGS 

*;ESS: 

• 

Oh,  dear,  that  telephone  again®  Now  Jim  you’ve  got  to  eat 
your  lunch  first,  whatever  it  is.? 

JIMS 

Sure,  BesSo  (RECEIVER  CLICKS)  Hello,  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Static 

• 

—■Yeah,  Bill  — yes  — when,  I see  — well  — wellll* 

• 

v^e’ll  dro-Q  over  there  after  we  eat  lunch©  All  right.  Bill© 

JERRY? 

What’s  wrong,  Jimo 

•:  IMS 

It’s  about  that  squatter® 

What’s  happened,  Jim? 

JIMS 

• 

That  was  Bill  Thompson  that  calledc  He  says  that  squatter’s 
been  snooping  around  his  place  a,nd  he  wants  us  to  nurry  up 

• 

and  run  him  out  before  he  steals  soraethlnge 

JERRY  e. 

That’s  what  I'^ve  been  tellln®  you  all  the  time,  Jim© 

JIMS 

Uh  huh®  that  isn’t  all  of  it® 
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*ESSS 

JIMS 

% 

JERRY S 

■.;ss« 

JIMi^ 

BESSg 

* JERRY. 

JIMS 

* i;'lARY  s 

JERRY S 
« ESSS 

*IMs 

MUSIC  i. 

••  TO  FADES 
JIM. 

JERRYS 

IT 

m 

JIMS 


V/hat  did  he  do7 

Bill  went  up  to  his  place*  he  says*  and  the  squatter  was 
waltin®  for  him  at  the  door  with  .a  gun.,  He  told  Bill  to 
keep  his  distance  or  he”d  shoot*. 

Gee,  It  looks  like  it  ainH  gonna  be  so.  easy  making  him 
move  outj  at  that.. 

Oh*  Jim,  do  you  have  to  mix  into  this? 

Looks  like  we *11  have  to  do  something*  Bess® 

But  if  he  does  any  stealing,  the-loca.!  authorities  should  do 
something  about  ito  That  isn’t  your  job^ 

No,  but  he*s  squatting  on  government  land,  Bess, and  I 
reckon.  it*s  up  to  me  to  see  what  he  aims  to  do  a,bout  it* 
What’s  the  use  of  v/aitin’  to  see  what  he® s gonna  do?  V/e 
ought  a show  v/hat  v/e  ® re  gonna  do  ,r 
Uh  huh®  That’s  right,  Jerry*, 

Do  you  think  he’ll  be  mean  about  it,  Mr.  Robbins,  if  you 
ask  him  to  move? 

Of  course  he  willv^  I^id  n®t  he  meet  Bill  Thompson  with  a gun? 
Jim,  I V'/ish  you  v.'ouldn’t  get  Into  this  mess« 

Don’t  you  v/orry  about  me,  Bess.  (FADIl^G)  Come  on®  Let®s 
go  eat  that  dinner  before  it  gets  cold., 

INTERLUDE 

IN  AND  STOPS  - DOOR  OPENS 

(FADING  IN)  W<^  can  leave  the  pick-up  here,  Jerry® 

(FADING  IK)  There’s  smoke  cornin’  out  of  the  chimney,  Jim® 
He’s  still  there® 

Looks  to  me  like  the  chimney’s  about  to  fall  down* 
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j %v.M? 

JERRY  S 
JIMg 


JIM; 

^J'ERRY  o 


JIM^ 

MANc 

• 

JIM^ 

S f'A-T, 

[ i.Jxj.: 

JIMS 
JERRY ^ 

'*r  ''T  ° 

I JIM. 


. o 


^ J*M2 


# 


The  whole  place  is  about  to  fall  oown*  The5''H''e  got  more  rags 
stuffed  into  the  windows  than  they  have  window  panes » — 

Gee,  how  do  people  live  in  a place  like  that,. 

They  wonH  be  llvin®  there  much  longer© 

How  long  you  gonna  give  eia  to  move  out,.  JimZ 
Ohj  a couple  of  days,  I guess.^ 

That's  right  — no  use  foolin®  around  v;ith  ® enu  — ■ There  he 
is,  Jiiric  He®s  got  the  gun, 

Yep.  (CALLING)  Hallo  there? 

(PAUSE)  (SOTTO  VOICE)  He  must  be  waitin'  'till  v/e  get 
closer..  Jim« 

(CALLING)  Hallo,  neighbor^ 

(MIDDLE  AGE  VOICE,  DULL)  (OFF  MIKE)  Don' t come  any  closer, 
you  fellers^ 

We  want  to  talk  to  you,- 

You  can  do  all  the  talkin'  you  want  from  where  you  are© 

Okay,  mister.. 

(SsV„)  There's  his  wife  and  kids  in  the  door,  Jim«: 

You're  the  Ranger,  ain't  you? 

That's  right,,  «»-’  I s'pose  you  know  you're  squatting  on 
government  land,  don't  you? 

(FADING  in)  Yeah*  I reckon  you're  aimin'  to  run  me  off, 
Wellj  it® 11  be  necessary  for  you  to  move.  We've  got  to  do  a 
lot  of  work  on  this  land  in  the  way  of  tree  planting  end 
fire  protection  and  so  on*  You  see,  the  condition  of  this 
land  effects  a lot  of  people  because  it's  one  of  the  most 
important  v/atersheds  on  the  forest ^ 


i 


page  8 


• 

' 0 

/ 

Whaddaya  mean? 

JIM3 

V/ell,  you  see,  the  water  d-rains  through  here  and  on  into  the 

creek.  But  it^s  cut  up  so  bad  by  gullies  that  all  the  top 

% 

\ 

soil®s  been  carried  away.  And  ifs  get  tin’  worse  all  the  time 

If  it  keeps  on  eroding  it’ll  begin  to  take  the  soil  off  the 

land  around  it  and  it'll  be  harder  than  ever  to  stop  itc 

• 

That’s  why  we’ve  got  to  start  to  work  on  it  now. 

JEPIRYS 

The  drainage  up  here  effects  everybody's  land  the  rest  of 

the  way  do\?m  the  creek*  See? 

' • ^ ' -T 



Yeah,  I see.  They  got  plenty  to  live  on..  We  don^t  have 

nothin®.  But  we  gotta  leave  so  they  won^t  git  soil  washed 

» 

IM. 

• 

down  on  ’em^  Sure,  I see^ 

Yep.  That’s  about  it,  neighbor,  unfortunately.  If  this  land 

IshH  reforested  the  way  it  should  be;  if  it  isn’t  protected 

from  fire  and  erosion,  the  v/hole  community  sufferso  V/e  have 

♦ 

Id  look  at  it  from  the  standpoint  of  the  greatest  good  to  the 

• 

greatest  number  of  people., 

MAN? 

I caln’t  help  It  if  the  soil  washes  down  the  crick,  can  I? 

•JIMi. 

• 

No.  T rftnlcon  you  nan't  rlsht  now*  But  we’re  Facing  ^to  help  It 

This  isn’t  very  g:ood  farming  land,,  is  it,  neighbor? 

MANS 

Naw*  I been  clearin’  some  new  land  every  year  or  so  but  I 

• 

• 

can’t  git  no  crops  to  groWo  If  I bad  a little  piece  of  land 

down  in  the  valley 

JIM 


lown  in  the  valley,  huh'— 
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JIMS 
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Bat  I ain®t  got  no  money  to  buy  no  land,  I ain't  got  no 
money  to  buy  nothin® « I was  down  by  Bill  Thompson's 
yesterday  to  see  if  I couldn"  t git  a few  days  wor*3c  for 
cash  money,  but  he  run  me  off  his  place c And  then  he  come 
up  here  accusin'  me  of  stealin®— «a  load  of  his  cordwood, 
so  I run  him  off  mine.  I never  stole  nothin® o 
I seeo 

What«s  me  an**  my  family  gonna  do  if  you  run  us  off  of  here? 

We  ain't  go  no  place  to  go® 

Well,  I was  Just  thinking,  — There's  a little  cabin  down  in 
the  valley  —=<=5 

Huh^  Down  in  the  Valley? 

Yes,  The  rent's  pretty  low,  but  — 

(DEFLATED)  I can't  pay  no  rent,  I ain't  go  no  money® 

It ‘11  need  a little  flxln' — - 

I ain®t  got  no  money  for  repairs  or  nothin',  I tell  yohv 
And  I s'pect  maybe  we  could  fix  it  with  Bill  Thompson  so's  yov 
could  move  in  without  paying  any  rent  In  advance,  and 
(STILL  SKEPTICAL)  Bill  Thompson? 

YeSo  And  we’re  going  to  have  a lot  of  work  to  do  on  this  land 
up  here  planting  trees  and  choking  gullies  and  all,  — 

And  I s^pect  th^re®ll  be  a part-time  Jobp  starting  right 
away,  if  you  wanta  work  for  us® 

Wj^at  — v/hatcha  mean,  — A Job? 

That's  right, neighbor^, 

xou  --- =>  you  ain't  stringin®  me  along  --  or  somethin? 

Nope® 


j/lf  T s. 
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aiMl 

m 

(EAGERLY)  Listen,  I®  11  talsie  any  job  yc;.  got,  Ranger « 

And  I^m  just  as  good  as  the  next  fella,  too,  ™ maybe  better 

JIMS* 

All  rights  I®11  let  you  know  as  soon  as  we“re  ready « 

0 

.Walt  a minute  I guess  — I kinda  had  you  Rangers  — I 

don«t  — well  — when  a fella  ,^ts  in  bad  luck  he's  apt  to 
think  everybody's  against  hlm^  You  can't  blame  &.  fella  for 

• 

tierin’  to  take  care  of  his  own  family  the  best  way  he  can.. 

JIMS 

I'icpe© 

jyiNs 

I “>•  I - thought  you  come  up  here  to  run  me  off^ 

♦ JIMS 

• 

iiiiAH  1 

So  we  did,  pardner.  Tor"  11  have  to  move  out  right  away,. 

Well  ™-  yeah.  Sure.  I'll  be  outa  here  tomorrow^  Ranger.  V/e 

ain’t  got  much  to'movec 

* JIMS 

Okay,  — So  long,  pardnero 

• 

MANS 

So  long  (FADING)  Say  — I 1 shouldnH^ve  acted  so  omer 

v/hen  you  come  — I had  the  v/rong  idee  ^ oout  you  Rc^ngers 

• (PAUSE) 

* ERRYS 

Gee,  I didn't  know  you  were  going  to  do  anything  like  that,. 
Jim©  How  do  you  know  Bill  Thompson’s  going  to  let  tids 

• 

fellov/  live  in  his  cabini 

• IM" 

I donH  but  I think  he  will  if  I talk  with  ‘inio 

J ERRYS 

ilnd  you® re  going  to  let  the  fellow  work  for  us? 

JIMS 

• 

Yep,  V 

• ERRYS 

You’re  taking  a big  chance,  Jim*  Aren'^t  you  too  easy  on 
those  kind  of  fellows?  They® re  a pretty  Yiorthless  lot© 

• « 


o 


♦ ^ ' 


# 
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Maybe  so,  Jerry«  Maybe  be»s  a thief  and  a loafer,  bufv/e 
don’t  know  that  he  ts»  All  we  know  is  that  he^^  lost  out  in 
a hopeless  struggle  to  scratch  a living  out  of  land  that 
should  never  be  farmed..  ' — ■ Maybe  he‘s  a squatter  and 
has ‘no  right  to  be  on  this  lando  But  he  eairie  here  because 
he  had  no  other  place  to  gOo  Turning  him  off  might  solve 
our  problem,  but  it  wouldn’t  solve  hiSo  It*d  just  transfer 
it  somewhere  else,  — we’re  here  to  help  and  serve  our 
fellow  citizens;  Jerry  And  that  means  the  down-and  outer 
as  well  as  the  fellow  who  can  pay  his  v/ay.  — Our  job  is 
conservation  lsn=t  it? 

Yes. 

There’s  other  things  to  save  besides  trees,  Jerry 
things  as  human  values..  If  we  can  help  a man  become  once 
more  self-supporting  and  self-respecting,  isn  t that  human 
conservation?  It’s  all  part  of  our  job,  Jerry  — part  of 
the  conservation  job«. 

FINALE 

Uncle  Sam’s  Forest  Rangers  comes  to  you  every  Friday  on  the 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  presented  by  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  with  the  cooperation  of  the  U.S»  Forest  Service.. 
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